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This was written in early June for inclusion in the Newsletter. We regret that the 
unforeseen circumstances that delayed mailing may account for our having received so few articles 
as we begin typing the Journal today, July 17th. 



With our Spring Journal ( A Civil War Reader ) behind us, we're gearing up for the August 
edition. Please try to submit your articles by July 15. Our goal is 30 pages of text, exclusive of 
index and introduction. 

Unlike with our annual Civil War edition where we work, basically, within a five-year time 
frame, we can now graze across a genealogical pasture of hundreds of years. Plenty of Journal 
material there! As we pick among our family pastures, most of us have found not only sweet 
clover and tender grasses, but also our ancestral briers and bitter weeds. Often, these "briars" and 
"weeds" prove to be among the most "human", the most genuinely interesting, and , ultimately, the 
most revered of our ancestors. 

So, share with us your preachers, your JPs and Assemblymen, your honest yeomen and 
pious grandams, and those ancestors who packed the wagon and carried your surname beyond the 
high mountains. Share, also, with us those who fled the marriage bed, those who stood at public 
whipping post, whose who briefly felt the hangman's noose, and those who "loved not wisely — but 
too well." 

Please document your articles. As we all know, DOCUMENTATION is the very mother's 
milk of genealogical and historical research. But don't neglect the uridocumentable. Tell us your 
old family and local history stories. Say "my grandmother told me....," or "This story has come 
down through my family....," etc. 

Now, to "immortality." A "first edition" of our Journal ains over 100 copies. We can bet 
that a hundred years from now copies of these Journals will be found in libraries, a few in active 
private collections, and others in attics waiting to be rediscovered. Many articles will have been 
copied and scattered to the four winds. By the year 2100, three new generations will have drawn 
upon what we wrote about our, and their, ancestors. They, we trust, will pass the torch. WE will 
have helped ensure that our forebears live on. 



"IMMORTALIZE YOUR ANCESTOR" 
An Exhortation From Your Journal Editor 
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO IN OLD TYRRELL 
Selected Items From the Minutes of The Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions: 1795 

January Term 

• The Last Will and Testament of Jacob Blount was presented in open court. His wife, 
Ester, qualified as executrix. 

• Thomas Walker, Jr. qualified as executor of the estate of Thomas Sr. 

• The will of Zilpha Alexander was presented. Sons John, Abner, and Jesse were the 
executors. 

• Col. James Long was appointed guardian to Thomas and Elizabeth Long, orphans of John 
Long, Jr. 

• Levi Bateman and William Murrey both gave bond for the support of their bastards. 
Names of the mothers not given in the Minutes. 

• Deed of sale of land from Samuel Chesson to John Lewis was proved. 

• Bill of sale of a Negro boy named Tyrrell, from Henry Alexander to Paul Throughgood, 
was proved. 

• Assignment of a Bill of Sale of Negro boy Tyrrell, from Paul Throughgood to John 
Alexander, son of Joshua Alexander, was proved. 

• James Jones was appointed guardian to Thomas and Friley Jones, orphans of Friley Jones. 

• Deed of sale of land from David Cooper to Elijah Belanga was proved. 

• Samuel Spruill, son of Hezekiah Spruill was appointed County Surveyor. 

• Returns of a road laid out from Samuel Chesson's to the old road near Evin Skinner's 
field was exhibited. 

• John Ansley was appointed guardian to Henry Bateman, orphan of John Bateman. 

• Among those paid for keeping public ferries were James Swain, Robert Wynne, and Isaac 
Davenport. 

• Isaac Patrick and Woolsey Hathaway were each paid for three days attendance upon the 
Court as constables. 

• Henry Norman and others were appointed to divide the estate of John Swain. 

• Justices signing the Minutes were Jeremiah Frasier, Robert Davison, J. Phelps, and John 
Gibson. 

April Term 

• Thomas Corprew exhibited the will of Jonathan Corprew. Thomas and Samuel Corprew 
were executors. 

• Esther Cowell qualified as executor of estate of her late husband, William. 

• Zepheniah Davis was appointed guardian to Joshua Swift, orphan of Joseph. 
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• Elizabeth Swain was granted administration on estate of Joshua Swain. 

• John Tarkinton was licensed to keep an ordinary. 

• Richard Stubbs, Charles Spruill, and Samuel Jackson were appointed J.P.s. 

• William Clayton, Thomas Liverman, Timothy Jones were appointed patrolers in Capt. 
Clayton's district. 

• Isaac Norman was licensed to keep an ordinary. 

• One bastard bond was issued. 

• Levi Bateman appointed to administer estate of Nathan Bateman. 

• Justices this term were Jeremiah Frasier, Robert Dawson, and Simeon Spruill. 

July Term 

• The account of sales and hire of Negroes belonging to the estate of Benjamin Cowell was 
exhibited. 

• Deed for sale of land from Edward Phelps to Jeremiah Phelps was acknowledged by 
Edward Phelps. 

• Arthur Rhodes was appointed constable for the town of Plymouth and its vicinity. 
Samuel Chesson and Edmund Blount were his securities, 

October Term 

• Deed for land: John Blount to John Goelet, was proved. 

• John Clayton was to attend next court as constable. 

• William Twiford was guardian to the orphans (not named) of Benjamin Cowell. 

• Bastard bonds issued to John Norman and Benjamin Overton. Mothers are named in each 
case. 

• Execution issued against John Basnight and his security Joseph Crain. 1 6£ were now due 
the mother (named) of John's child. Crain, as security (bondsman), was now liable. 

• Woolsey Hathaway, Benjamin Spruill, Sr(?), Nathan Hooker, and Samuel Chesson were 
appointed to divide the estate of Nehemian Norman. (Norman, in his will, probated 1785, 
had specified that certain slaves and their increase, be sold ten years hence, after the 
education of his younger children.) 

This is the third year that we have run a "Two Hundred Years Ago" article. We again 
emphasize that the above items are but a small sampling of the multitude of civil cases handled 
each term of the Tyrrell County Court. No one seriously interested in genealogy or local 
history can afford to ignore this invaluable resource. 



WCGS JNL 



36 



AUG 1995 



"A HUSBAND'S TRIBUTE" 



The following obituary, under the above caption, probably appeared in The North 
Carolina Baptist, We are indebted to Mr. Thomas W. Albritton, Calypso, NC, for it and other 
information on his great grandparents. My comments, following the obituary, are based on his 
and my family research. 

July 2, 1906 

Dear Bro. Oates: I ask space in your paper to say that on Sunday morning, July 
1, 1906, after a lingering pulmonary trouble of several years, my dear wife gently 
fell asleep in Christ. 

She was a Miss Dorcas Norman, the daughter of Mr. Ashbury Norman, of 
Washington County, N.C. In her 21st year I baptised her, with her sister and 
several other converts in the beautiful waters of Albemarle Sound, not far from 
Albemarle Baptist Church, Tyrrell County, N.C. On the 16th of the following 
June we were married, and through all the active years of her married life she 
faithfully served God in serving her husband and household to the best of her 
ability. 

Now, after having journeyed with me more than forty-five years, sharing my toils 
and trials, she has been taken to the Heavenly Home in her 66th year, while I am 
left to dwell amid the shadows of bereavment and the loneliness of old age. 

May the loving Father deal graciously with me throughout the few days that 
remain to me. Her remains were tenderly laid away beside her son, Andrew, in 
Mt. Olive cemetery. My brother, Kendrick, kindly conducted the impressive 
service. 

Jno. T. Albritton 

Dorcas Norman Albritton was daughter of Ashbury (d. 1856) and Rachel Norman 
Norman (d. 185 1). She was great great great-granddaughter of Henry (d. circa 1708) Norman 
and his wife, Anne. Dorcas's son, Andrew, beside whom she was buried, was named for her 
brother, Andrew Norman, 1st Sgt., Co. G., 17th N.C. Regiment, who died of combat wounds 
suffered near Petersburg in 1864. 

John Thomas Albritton, born in Snow Hill, NC in 1836, was apprenticed to a printer. 
Following his apprenticeship, he published papers in Kinston and Wilson. Leaving the 
publishing trade, he became a school teacher, and, in 1859, was ordained minister in the Baptist 
Church. "His first pastorate was with Mt. Pleasant, Albemarle, and two other churches in 
Tyrrell and Washington Counties." While there, he also taught school. Dorcas was both his 
pupil and his parishioner. 

Reverend Albritton later spent three years in evangelistic service in Alabama, Florida, 
and South Carolina, and served churches in North Carolina from Duplin to Halifax counties. 

His belief, expressed in Dorcas's obituary, that he had but "few days" remaining, proved 
prophetic. He died December 4, 1906, a scant five months after his wife was buried. Their 
graves share a handsome single marker in Mt. Olive cemetery. 
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In 19 19, the Albrittons' surviving children gave $25,000 to Wake Forest College, which 
their father had attended one year, to endow a "Chair in Bible" in their father's name. Today 
the fund sponsors the Albritton Lectureship and grants for student and faculty research, notably 
in Near Eastern archaeology. The current John Thomas Albritton Professor of the Bible is Fred 
L. Horton, Jr., formally installed in January 1991. 

{ALBRITTON FAMILY PAPERS: Courtesy Thomas W. Albritton) 
(INSTALLATION DINNER PROGRAM: WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY. JANUARY 18, 1991) 
(NORAUN FAMILY RESEARCH: EDWIN NORMAN) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THE NORMAN SCHOOL AND OAK GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Norman School was built in 1892 on a tract of land now occupied by the Oak 
Grove Baptist Church. The site was laid off by Thomas J. Norman before his death. The deed 
was drawn February 5, 1892, between the School Committee of District No. 12 for the white 
race and the heirs of T.J. Norman, which are as follows: M.E. Norman, Annie B. Smith, Joseph 
S. Norman, and Ellen M. Norman. One acre of land for one dollar. 

The school was used until the Albemarle School was built in 1913, and the Holly Neck 
School and Norman School pupils were sent to Albemarle. 

The building and land was then purchased by the trustees of the Oak Grove Baptist 
Church who were as follows: Patrick H. Bell, Clinton L. Everett, and James A. Stillman. N.D. 
Bateman was the owner as a result of his purchase of sixty acres of land from Annie B, Smith in 
1903 and purchase of the site from the Board of Education. The owner of the surrounding land 
was given first chance to buy the site in those days. 

The school was used as a meeting house for the Baptists until the current building was 
built. The original building was much smaller than what you see today. Additions were made 
to it and brick veneer to the outside. 

The church purchased 1/3 acre in 1923 for use as a cemetery from Mr. N.D. Bateman. 
The old school building was moved about a half mile west on the opposite side of the road near 
the Bateman's Beach Road, It was used as a tenant house for a good number of years and was 
eventually torn down. 

VLE 

{Washington County Deeds) 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"0, call back yesterday, 
Bid time return," 

King Richard II, Act III, Scene 2 
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WILL OF ELIAS OLIVER 



In the name of God Amen: I Elias Oliver of the State of North Carolina & 
County of Washington being of sound and perfect mind and memory blessed be 
God do this fourteenth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred & twenty eight make and publish this my last will and testament in 
manner following, that is to say first my will and desire is that all my just debts be 
paid and that my executrix my wife Anny Oliver sell such property as she can 
spare as will be sufficient to pay them, and at the death or marriage of my widow 
Anny Oliver for an equal division of all my property to be amongst all my 
children that I leave in personal or real estate. Henry Oliver, Andrew Oliver, 

Noah Oliver & Anny Oliver I nominate constitute and appoint my wife Anny 

Oliver my executrix of this my last will and testament. In witness whereof I the 
said Elias Oliver have to this my last will and testament set my hand and seal the 
day and date above written. Signed sealed published and declared by the said 
Elias Oliver the testator of his last will and testament in the presence of 

Benj Phelps Elias Oliver 

Noah Phelps 

State of North Carolina ) Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
Washington County ) Aug Term 1828 

This may certify that this will was proved in open court in due form of law by the 
oath of Benjamin Phelps who swore that he saw Elias Oliver sign and publish the 
same to be his last will and testament and that he also saw Noah Phelps sign the 
same as witness to the same, whereupon it was ordered to be recorded. 

J.C. Norcum Clk 

State of North Carolina ) 
Washington County ) 

I Joseph C. Norcum Clk of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of 
Washington County do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct copy taken 
from the original filed in my office Aug 28 1828 

J.C. Norcum Clk 

The foregoing "correct copy" of the will of Elias Oliver is among the papers of Franklin 
Snell ( 1 806- 1 860), Other of the papers indicate that it was got by Snell when, at May Term 
1 838, he assumed administration of the estate of the widow Anna Oliver. This document, we 
suspect, is the only surviving copy of the original which, almost surely, burned in one of the 
several Washington County Courthouse fires. 

Of the heirs named in the will of 1828, one, at least, was alive in 1838. Andrew Oliver 
was one of the most active bidders at the sale in June 1838 of the perishable estate of Anna 
Oliver. Andrew bought some of the furniture, farming equipment, and (for 57 cents) "one 
barrel! of herrings. 1 ' 
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Another document, transcribed below, identifies Elias' father as Andrew ("Ander") 
Oliver. We suspect that this Andrew was the "Andrew" named in Alexander Oliver's will dated 
1 May 1781 (Dr. Stephen Bradley's abstracts.) 



State of North Carolina ) This may certify that Mr. Silvenous Spaiill 
Washington County ) personally appeared before me this day — 
Rob Davis one of the Justices in and for the said County and maketh oath that 
Mr Ander Oliver in his lifetime told him that he had given all his tools to his son 
Elias Oliver and that he was now better off than he was before for that he the 
said Elias Oliver had to keep them all in order and I have the use of them when I 
want them so long as I live and then they are his — as I reckon he would not 
prohibit the old lady from the use of them when she wanted them. — This 12th of 
May in the year of our Lord 1823. 

Robt B.Davis JP 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

VANHORN 

Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
October Term, 185 1 

"Jas. Crane(?) came before the Court and being sworn stated that he knew 
Abraham Vanhorn late of this county and that he was reported to be a soldier of 
the Revolutionary War and that he died about the 1 1 of September 1843 and that 
he left surviving children Jno. Vanhorn, Oliver Vanhorn, and Mary Ann 
Vanhorn." 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"A people without history is like the wind upon the buffalo grass. The wind 
causes the grass to bend and sway, but when the wind stops, the grass springs 
upright and with no record of the passing of the wind, it never was." 

Attributed to the SIC) UK 
(RS.O.G. NEWS: June 1995) 
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MARRIAGE BOND 
JACOB BLOUNT TO JOANNAH SPRUILL 



North Carolina ) 

Tyrrell County ) Know all men by these presents that we Jacob Blount 

and Henry Gray both of the County aforesaid held and firmly bound unto 

our Sovereign Lord George the Second King of Great Britain etc in the full and 
just sum of fifty pounds Proclamation Money to the which payment well and 
truly to be made we ourselves our heirs Executors and Administrators firmly by 

these presents seal with our seal the twentyseventh day of September in the 

year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty six. 

The condition of this Obligation is such that whereas the above bound 
Jacob Blount has requested and obtained a License to be married to Joannah 

Spruill if therefore there be no Lawful cause that hereafter may appear that 

may obstruct the said marriage then this present obligation to be void and of no 
effect or else the same to stand remain and be in full force power and virtue in 
Law. 

Sealed Signed & Delivered ) 

in the presence of us ) Jacob Blount 

John Gomm His 
Josiah Martin Henry x Gray 

Mark 



Joannah was daughter of Samuel, Sr., son of Dr. Godfrey Spruill (d. 1719). Samuel 
was listed among his father's headrights, which were proven 2 July, 1694. 

Jacob Blount, Sr.'s will, probated March 1766, names :Hannah" as wife. That 
^Hannah" and "Joannah 11 are the same person is proven by the language of the wills of Spruill 
and Blount. 

This was not Jacob's first marriage. A daughter of a prior union, Penelope, in 1740 
accused Stevens Lee of fathering her bastard child. Lee, one of the county's largest 
landowners and a principal justice of the County Court, was found innocent by his fellow 
justices. Penelope later married one Gaulsburry (var. sp.) 

When Jacob Blount made his will in 1765, he named Stevens Lee one of the executors. 

{TYRRELL COUNTY WILLS) 
(TYRRELL COUNTY MARRIAGE BONDS) 
(TYRRELL COUNTY COURT MINUTES) 
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"TO SUPPORT THE CONSTITUTION " 



With this issue we begin a series of the several Naturalization cases found in the 
Minutes of the Tyrrell and the Washington County Superior Courts. 

The minutes of some of these cases show that they (and, we suspect, the others, too) 
originated in the County Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, coming to the Superior Court for 
the conferring of citizenship after the last residency requirements had been satisfied. 

Our series begins with the case of William Douglas. The others will follow, in 
chronological order, in the next several Journals. 

We invite descendants of these men to submit an article on their ancestor for publication 
in the Journal. 

Friday Sept. 17 1836 

William Douglas appeared and produced in open court the following declaration 
and affidavit by him filed in Washington County Court at August term 1833 
which said declaration is in the following words, to wit 
State of North Carolina Washington County 
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions 
August Term 1833 

To the worshipful court now in session. In obedience to an Act of Congress 
entitled An Act to establish an uniform rule of naturalization —William Douglas 
a natural subject of the Kingdom of Great Britain maketh the following report of 
himself— that his name is William Douglas, that he was born in Scotland, county 
of Roxborough under the allegiance of the king of Great Britain, his age is 39. 
that he came to the United States, viz., to the State of New York in the year 
1 8 1 8 and to Plymouth in the state of North Carolina in the year 1 8 1 9. and that 
his intended place of residence is in the town of Plymouth in the county of 
Washington State of North Carolina. And in obedience to the said Act of 
Congress the said William Douglas Personally appeared in open court at this 
term and makes the following affidavit 

viz. That the above statement is taie to the best of his knowledge and belief, and 
that it is bona fide his intention to become a citizen of the United States — and he 
hereby renounces from all allegiance to any foreign Prince, Potentate, State, or 
Sovereignty whatsoever and particularly does renounce all allegiance and fidelity 
to William the fourth the now present king of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland— and the said William Douglas swears that he will support 
the Constitution of the United States and he will be faithful and bear taie 
allegiance to the State of North Carolina. And I will endeavor to support, 
maintain and defend the independent government thereof against all powers and 
persons, who by secret acts or open force shall endeavor to subvert the same. 
And will in every respect conduct himself as a peaceable, orderly citizen. And 
that he will make known to the Legislature or to some person or persons in civil 
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authority all treasons, conspiracies or attempts committed or attempted against 
the said State which shall come to his knowledge 

Sworn to in open court Signed William Douglas 

August term 1833 

Signed. Test. J.C. Norcum Clk 

And the said Douglas also submitted the following affidavit of Joseph Norcum, 
Viz. J.C. Norcum being duly sworn Maketh oath that William Douglas has been 
a resident of this state for more than two years — and that during that time he has 
conducted himself as a good and peaceable citizen — whereof the court adjudges 
and orders that on taking the oaths prescribed by law he be admitted as far as 
this court can order to the privileges of a citizen. Whereupon the oaths were 
administered as stated in his petition and signed by the said William Douglas. 
And the said William Douglas having fully complied with all the regulations 
required by law, it is ordered by the court that he be and he is hereby naturalized 
and admitted to the rights and privileges of a citizen of the United States of 
America. 

EAN 

(TRANSCRIBED FROM MICROFILM: XC A&H) 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

VBGS NEWSLETTER, DEC. 1994 
Untitled 

If you could see your ancestors 
All standing in a row 
Perhaps there might be one or two 
You wouldn't care to know. 

Now turn the question right around 
And take another view 
When you shall meet your ancestors 
Will they be proud of you? 

Anon. 
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A DELIGHTFUL EPITAPH 



Sacred 
to the memory of 
WILSON W. MEZELL 
Who was born 
February 28th 1810 
And who came to his death 
11th November 1853 
By falling between two 
Cog wheels of his and his 
Brothers mill 

He was clerk of the Primitive 
Baptist Church for 15 years 
Previous to his death 

And was 
Aged 43 years S mos 
& 13 days 

In the midst of Life we are in Death 

Wilson Mezell's epitaph is on a towering obelisk that dominates a large well kept 
cemetery, easily seen from U.S. 64, behind Turner's Nursery some five miles east of Plymouth. 
This epitaph is a genealogist's delight— it tells us something. 

Mr. Turner remembers being told that Mr. Mezell's long-tailed coat was caught in the 
machinery. The mill, he recalls, was the big mill on Kendrick's Creek variously known as 
"Lee's" and "Blount's." 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

A GAME LAW 

Upon petition of the Inhabitants of south shoar Ordered that noe person 
not inhabiting in that place shall without Lycence hunt any wild Catteil or other 
wild Game from the west side of Allegata River to five miles above scoponum. 

Higher Court Records. 2 November, 1696 

"Five miles above scoponum" (Scuppernong River) seems to fix the western boundary 
of the protected area at Indian Swamp/Bunting Creek, now the northern stretch of the Tyrrell- 
Washington County line. ed. 



WCGS JNL 



44 



AUG 1995 



SKINNERSVILLE CHAPEL AND SWAIN'S CHAPEL 



While it is not known just when Skinnersville Chapel was established, yet it is 
reasonable to presume that it might have had its beginning circa 1735. It was located on one 
acre of ground on the eastern edge of the Joshua Long Swamp. The Joshua Long Swamp lies 
between Oak Grove Baptist Church and the U Y" intersection. It was located on the north side 
of the road now U.S. 64. There is no deed on record for the parcel of land. 

It was not until several years later, however, that we have any definite record regarding 
the chapel. The ministry of Parson Charles Pettigrew appears to be the first record we have of 
activity at the chapel. We find in the journal of Thomas Coke that he visited this place on 
March 22, 1765. Reverend Pettigrew arrived in Edenton in June 1773 and was master of the 
school there until the end of 1774. He began to minister as a preacher during that period and 
studied under Rev. Daniel Earle of St. Paul's Church in Edenton, N.C. Reverend Pettigrew 
was consecrated in London, England during the winter of 1775-76 and upon his return held 
services on both sides of the Albemarle Sound, 

Rev. Pettigrew held services at the chapel twice a month until the establishment of 
Pettigrew's chapel in 1803 near what is now Creswell. Rev. Pettigrew told the congregation in 
1797 that the chapel was in poor condition and should be replaced. This was the only place of 
worship in that section but it was not until August 8, 1802 that a plot of land was secured 
consisting of one acre on the south side of the road opposite the old chapel. 

The deed was registered in the March term of court, 1804. Esther Davenport and 
Swain Swift deeded to the commissioners for building the chapel, that is to say Robert 
Davison, John Leary Esquire, William Blount, and Samuel Chesson one acre for one shilling on 
the eastern edge of the Joshua Long Swamp, south side of the road. Thus was born Swain's 
Chapel. 

The chapel was named for the man who built it, Eleazar Swain. Eleazar Swain received 
one hundred pounds from Mrs. Elizabeth Chesson, executrix of Samuel Chesson, December 15, 
1807, payment in full for construction of the chapel. The Swains, Swifts, and Chessons were 
strong supporters of both chapels. 

Captain Joseph Swift of New England married the daughter of Joshua Swain. The union 
produced four know children: Esther married Miles Davenport, Elizabeth married Thomas 
Norman, Joshua and Swain both married daughters of Samuel Chesson. 

The chapel was put into use before the death of Reverend Pettigrew in 1807, which 
made him very happy. 

The site of the Skinnersville Chapel was sold to Samuel Skinner by Swain Swift and 
Esther Davenport in 1812. Rehoboth Church was started in 1850 and the Swain's Chapel 
membership moved there as the chapel had become dilapidated. 

VLE 

{WASHINGTON COUNTY DEEDS) 
(HISTORY OF WASHINGTON CO UNIT. JOHN DARDEN) 
(TYRRELL COUNT)' COURT RECORDS) 
(CHESSON vs CHESSON SUPREME COURT CASE) 



WCGS JNL 



45 



AUG 1905 



NEWPORT: THE TOWN THAT NEVER WAS 

An Act for laying off a Town on the Lands of John Marriner, in Tyrrel 

County. 

Whereas, it hath been represented to this General Assembly that a town 
in the county of Tyrrel, on the Lands of John Marriner, on the southwest side of 
Scuppernong River, at a place known by the name of the Back Landing, would 
be of ven/ considerable advantage to the inhabitants of said county; and the said 
John Marriner having petitioned this General Assembly for the same: 

I. Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly of the state of North 
Carolina, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That Benjamin 
Spruill, Woolsey Hathaway, John Wynn, James Wood, Charles Spruill, John 
Ansley, Hezekiah Spruill, Nathan Batiman and Robert Davidson, be and they are 
hereby appointed Commissioners, to contract with the said John Marriner for 
eight acres of land for the said town, and the terms on which he will dispose of 
the same in lots of one half acre each; and the ground so agreed for lay off into 
streets not less than fifty, and not more than one hundred feet in width; which 
lots and streets the said Commissioners are hereby required to lay down in a 
regular plat, numbering the lots therein laid down; which said town shall be 
distinguished by the name of Newport 

When this Bill was passed by the General Assembly in 1789, Jeremiah Frasier was 
Tyrrell's senator; Samuel Chesson and Simeon Spruill its representatives. 

We will probably never know why Newport was never developed. Perhaps some were, 
even then reasoning that Back Landing was no place for a town, or the courthouse, as the 
Scuppernong was far too wide to bridge anywhere near that place. 

Washington County was erected from the western part of Tyrrell by Act of 1799, and 
established its government at Lee's Mill, from whence it had departed in 1775. At April Term 
1 800, the Tyrrell Court directed the sheriff to advertise the court property at Back Landing. 
July Term is recorded as "being the first court held at Elizabethtown." By July 1802 the name 
of that place had been changed to Columbia. And any grandiose hopes and plans for the Town 
of Newport were but a memory. 

EAN 

(STATE RECORDS (CLARK), VOL XXV, p. 34.) 
(TYRRELL COUNTY COURT MINUTES 
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SWAIN FAMILY 
THE NANTUCKET BIBLE 



Of the name Patronymica Brittanica says: "It is a Scandinavian personal name of great 
antiquity, introduced here under the Danish rule, Domesday shows us several persons (tenants 
in chief and otherwise) called Svain, Suain, Suuen, Suanus, Swen, or Sueno, some of whom 
are specifically stated to have held lands under Edward the Confessor Suain of Essex, supposed 
by Morant to have been of Danish origin, was ancestor of the famous Henry de Essex, temp 
Henry II." 

Possibly the first indication of a settler in North Carolina bearing a Swain family name 
is contained in a Swain Family Bible, presently on display in the Hall of history (Department of 
Archives and History), Raleigh, North Carolina. A bookplate (or a notation), barely 
discernible, inside the front cover of this bible reads: "1730 Y 3 mo:.. ..William 

Swain. .of. Nantucket gave this bible to John Swain. .of.. North Carolina." A further 

notation at the bottom of the book plate, even more indecipherable, reads: James Swain (son?) 
of John was born in the year of our Lord 1728 Febaiary 4th (or 11th) at 12... The bible then 
records the vital statistics of the John Swain family, which will be detailed in a more particular 
review of this family. 

In consideration of the entries in the William Swain of Nantucket Bible it would seem 
likely that the first Swain to migrate to North Carolina came from that Island off the coast of 
Massachusetts. Earlier dates than are shown in that Bible have not yet been discovered by this 
research. 'The History of Nantucket County, Island, and Town" by Alexander Starbuck 
contains some interesting connections. Quote: 

"RICHARD SWAIN (SWAYNE), according to Savage (Genealogical Dictionary) 
embarked in London on the Truelove September 17, 1635, for America. Savage says that in 
April, perhaps, he had sent his wife, Elizabeth in the Planter, his sons, William and Francis, in 
the Rebecca, and his daughter, Elizabeth, in Susan and Ellen, under the care of various friends. 
He was then 34 years old. He settled in Rowley in 1639; was made a freeman March 13, 1639; 
had liberty, with others, to plant in Hampton in 1638; and in the following year was authorized 
to settle small causes in Hampton. The date of death of his first wife does not appear to be 
given, but in 1658 or 1659 he married Jane, widow of George Bunker. Soon after he and his 

wife removed to Nantucket, bringing the Bunker children with them He had by his first wife 

a son John, who married Map/, the daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah Wyer. He (the son) 
probably came to Nantucket at or about the same time that his father did." 

Mr. Worth says of him, "He was not an educated man and his signatures are by mark. 
His house lot was on both sides of the cove formed by the north westerly extension of 
Hummock Pond. He never held and Town office, but performed labor for the Town in relation 
to sheep and cattle. He was married before coming to America and had four children by that 
marriage. The wife, Jane, (?) had two children, John and Richard. The latter is said to have 
moved to New Jersey but he was administrator of his father's estate." 

"Richard Senior died April 14, 1682. His wife, Jean, died October 31, 1662, the first 
death on record in Nantucket." 
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Note: Research in the Town's records at Nantucket might clarify the disposition of 
Richard Senior's wife, Elizabeth, his two sons William and Francis, and his daughter Elizabeth. 
His wife (probably Elizabeth) gave him two sons, John and Richard, one of whom (most likely 
John) must have had a linear relationship to the Nantucket Bible. Actually John, recorded as 
coming to Nantucket along with his father, was already married and brought with him his wife 
and baby daughter, thereby indicating that his age in 1658 was at least 20 years. 

Note: On July 2nd, 1659 ten gentlemen purchased the whole and sole Rights, Interest 
and Disposal Power of the Island of Nantucket and among them were Richard Swain, Senior 
and John Swain (his son). In February, 1659 (old style calendar) the ten original proprietors, 
by agreement, each selected a partner; the group then becoming the twenty First Purchasers 
and forbears of the old families of Nantucket. Richard and John, his son, were ostensibly 
Baptists, but among the First Purchasers were a few Quakers, which occasioned a period of 
great persecution by the Puritan population of Massachusetts. It is of interest that Nantucket 
Island became the whaling capital of the world and a goodly number of Swains captained 
whaling vessels. The saga of the Whale Fishery from this port in this particular period of our 
history is so compelling that it is difficult to avoid detailing every known incident of Swain 
Family participation in it, but alas straying thus would not serve this research. 

JOHN (2) Richard (1) 
was the only son of Richard who removed to Nantucket, and from him all Nantucket 
Swains are descended. Before coming to the island he had married Mary Wyer, daughter of 
Nathaniel and Sarah. Their children were: 

1 . Mary, born probably before the family removed to Nantucket; married Joseph 
Nason. 

2. John, born September 1, 1664; married Experience Folger, daughter of Peter. 

3. Stephen, born November 21, 1666. 

4. Sarah, born July 13, 1670; married Joseph Norton. 

5. Joseph, born July 17, 1673; married Marah Sibley of Salem. 

6. Elizabeth, born May 17, 1676; married Joshua Sevolle. 

7. Benjamin, born July 5, 1679; married (10th, 5 mo. 1705) Mary Taylor. 

8. Hannah, married Joseph Tallman. 

9. Patience, married Samuel Gardner, son of James (27th, 10 mo. 1713-14). 

JOHN (3) John (2) Richard (1) 
born September 1, 1664; married Experience Folger, daughter of Peter. In his will, 
which was drawn June 22, 1738, and probated March 2, 1739, he names his wife, his 
daughters, (1) Ruth Upham, wife of Jonathan, (2) Katherine Wyer, and (3) Hannah Gardner, 
children of deceased daughter (4) Priscilla Bunker, wife of Daniel, (married November 14, 
1717) and sons (5) William, (6) John, (7) Eliakim, (8) Stephen, and (9) George. 

It is plausible that son (5) William, son of John (3), whose date of birth was October 2, 
1688, who lived and died on Nantucket, and who in 1730 would have been 42 years of age, 
could have been the donor of the Nantucket Bible to John Swain of North Carolina, probably 
his first cousin. It is also plausible that Stephen, 3rd child of John (2), migrated to North 
Carolina at an early age, especially since the father of John Swain of North Carolina was named 
Stephen. This Stephen evidently did not marry or otherwise partake of any activity subject to 
record in Nantucket, nor did he die there. If this supposition is correct John, son of Stephen, 



could have been about the same age as his cousin William when he was given the Nantucket 
Bible. To carry supposition a step further, this Stephen just might be, as was his father John 
(2) in Nantucket, the forebear of all North Carolina Swains. 

In summary, Richard may not have been the first Swain to come to America, and others 
of the same name could have followed. In addition there is no history available of Richard's 
son Richard who removed to New Jersey. Nor is there any history available, in Nantucket or 
otherwise, of Richard's first wife or any of their four children. Any of these, or others, may 
have contributed the Bible, but the word Nantucket provides a definite indication, as to source, 
that leads to the suppositions offered. 

LLS 

We have been promised a second installment of the Swain Family History for the next 
Journal. We wider stand that it will see the family firmly seated in Old Tyrrell. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

A TALE OF INDIAN SWAMP 

My father, Henderson Andrew Norman (1880-1965), told me, when I was a little boy,* 
that he was told that long, long ago — long before he was a little boy — Indian Swamp crossing 
was a fearsome place. Especially fearsome was it at dark of the moon when the wind 
contorted the tops of gum and cypress and the rain beat hard upon the fearful traveler. 

As the horseman entered that black tunnel of arched limbs, a headless man-figure 
would emerge from the brush pressing close upon the beaten path. Always silent, never 
threatening, the apparition would lay hand to bridle, and unerringly lead the horse along the 
primitive track to the safety of the far high land. 

A report, undated, but certainly made before 1750, gives the length of the Indian 
Swamp "bridge 11 as 225 yards. Most of the "bridge" would have been causeway, probably 
corduroyed, with a "hollow" bridge beginning near the run of Bunton (Bunting) Creek. The 
report did not give the distance to the nearest ordinary where the shaken traveler might calm 
his nerves with a brimming tankard after his encounter with the headless guide. 

EAN 

(Bridge length from Hathaway II, p. 52.) 
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GOOD HELP'S HARD TO FIND 



Whereas a Negroe Man Named Dick belonging to Henry Norman having 
Committed several! Misdemeanors and for the Same Hee is ordered to receive 
Thirty Nine lashes and be banished this County for ever within six weeks after 
this order and that his said Master keepe him in Chaines untill he depart this 
County and that he give Bond for performance thereof. 

Higher Court Records, Undated, but before 1696 

To the Right Honnorable Philip Ludwell Governor of the province of 
Carolina and to the Honnorable (torn) Humbley showeth the Humble petition of 
Henery Norman 

That your petitioner having a man Servent an Indian called Georg West 
who Runaway in September Last Contrey to Law Feloniously Carryed away 
from your Honnors petitioner along with him these goods hereafter specified viz. 
one Conew one gunn one Linsy and wolsy Blankit one payre of Lether Briches 
one payre of White yoyrne Stockings one payre of mans shooes one Leather 
Apron one homespunn Cloth west Coate Linen with wollin two womans Shifts 
the one Dowlis the other Garlents one ozenbrigs shift marked with H N one blew 
shirt one Carpenters broad Ax one Joyne squere one payre of Joyrne Compessas 
one gouge one Joyntr plane two Ojres one hand saw Phile one small Auger two 
chisell For which Servent and goods your petitioner Humbley Craves an order 
From your honnors if they may be found within this Government and as in Dutty 
shall Ever pray. 

Henery Norman 

(originals of this and other documents, in Archives, show that Henry signed with his 
mark, which some transcribers interpret as HH Actually, the "aitches" share a center 
perpendicular member, and the cross-bar of the second is slanted, forming (to Henry's 
satisfaction) an N.) 

Higher Court Records, Undated, but c. 1690. 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

A PEACE BOND 

Fall Term 1849, Washington County Superior Court: Hardy Davenport, Hezekiah G. 
Spruill, Joseph S. Norman, and Asa Snell became securities "for good behavior and keeping the 
peace of Hardy Davenport for six months, especially toward Asa Steely." 
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WHO ARE THESE KINFOLKS? 



Washington County Superior Court 
17 March, 1831 
State ) 

vs ) Pleads Not Guilty 

James Norman 

Jury finds guilty of the Assult and Battery on the body of Joanna Norman 
as charged in the Bill of Indictment. Judgement of the Court is that the 
defendant James Norman be imprisoned 10 days and stand committed until the 
cost is paid. 

Who was James? Son of Samuel (d. 1774)? Not likely. That James, if alive in 1831, 
would be about 68 years old. But help is on the way. 

The jury list for September 1829 names "James of Nehemiah." Thanks to the Clerk's 
designation, we can say with some certainty . that the culprit James was the son of Nehemiah and 
grandson of Nehemiah (d. 1785). 

Next, who was Joanna? James's wife? Unlikely. Wife abuse then, as usually today, 
would have to be mighty damaging to be brought to court. Was she the Joanna (Phelps) who 
married Isaac Norman in 1779? She would, in 1831, be about 70 so, unlikely. Was she the 
Joanna Norman, daughter of Henry (Henry 4th, for lack of a better designation)? No, she had 
married Joshua Swain in 1816. 

Young, old, married, single, Joanna continues to elude us. 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

LAST AT THE WHIPPING POST 
SOME SOLACE FOR SOLOMON? 

Washington County Superior Court 
Fall Term 1860 
State ) 

vs ) Forgery 

Solomon Patrick ) 

Verdict: Guilty. Sentenced to 39 lashes at the whipping post. 

(Reading of the Superior Court Minutes 1822-1868 indicates that Solomon was the last person 
publicly whipped, in Washington County, by Court order.) 
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INGLIS FLETCHER AND HER SOUTH SHORE ROOTS 

When we contemplate the persons who, over the past century, have done most to 
publicize and preserve the rich local and family history of the Albemarle, two names spring to 
mind. One is J.R.B.. Hathaway, who published the North Carolina Historical and Genealogical 
Register in the infant years of this century. (Our Journal will feature Mr. Hathaway in a future 
edition.) The other is Inglis Fletcher, author of the twelve historical romances that have come 
to be known as the "Carolina Series." 

That both of these writers had roots deep in the genealogical soil of the lower 
Scuppernong River basin is a matter of much interest to those of us whose ancestors shared 
with theirs the formative early years of Old Tyrrell and the Albemarle. 

Here we will address Mrs. Fletcher's ancestors, the Spruills, Davenports, Phelpses, 
Caswell, and Chapmans. While the first three of these surnames are very prominently with us 
here today, the latter two are no longer found among us. 

In presenting the Fletcher line, we will depart from the traditional Family Chart format 
and rely upon loose narrative. 

Dr. Godfrey Spruill, ggggg-grandfather of Inglis Fletcher, is said to have come to 
Carolina from James City County, Colony of Virginia. We don't know exactly when he 
arrived, but the records of the Chowan Precinct Court show that, on 2 July, 1694, he proved 
eight headrights, including his son, Samuel Spruill and three siblings. It should be noted that 
"Chowan Province" in 1694 embraced a vast area of the South Shore stretching from the 
Scuppernong River westward up the Sound and the Roanoke River. 

Samuel Spruill, son of Dr. Godfrey, married, we are told, Elizabeth Swaine. This 
couple's daughter, Elizabeth, married Matthew Caswell. 

Matthew Caswell, like the Spruills, lived near the mouth of the Scuppernong. Matthew 
(d. 1754) comes to us, through the Tyrrell Court records as living quietly, amassing a 
considerable landholding, and not taking a leadership role in public affairs'. Proof of Mrs. 
Fletcher's assertion that he was uncle to the Richard Caswell who became the first governor of 
the state of North Carolina is not available to this writer. 

The union of Matthew and Elizabeth Spruill Caswell Produced a daughter, Jemima 
Caswell, who married Joseph Chapman. The Chapmans, like the Caswells, acquired a 
respectable land holding. They seem to have lived east of the Scuppernong, on the sound or 
river, in the area known as "River Neck." Mrs. Fletcher's assertion that her Chapmans 
operated a shipyard, built sea-going vessels, and sailed them in the New England and West 
Indian trade, may well be true, but no mention is found in the Tyrrell records. Perhaps 
research of the Customs records of Port Roanoke, if such records still exist for this period, will 
confirm this. We know that Mrs. Fletcher was an indefatigable researcher. 

Of the several children of Joseph and Jemima Caswell Chapman was Richard Chapman, 
who married Celia Davenport. It was Richard and Celia who, with other of the Chapmans, 
removed to Illinois. We now quote a sketch sent to WCGS for inclusion in the 1990 "Charter 
Members" publication. Mrs. Jageman is no longer a member of our Society. 
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"Richard Chapman, son of Joseph Chapman and Jemima Caswell, was born Dec. 22, 
1782 in Tyrrell County, N.C. At the age of 15 he embarked as cook and cabin boy aboard ship 
and was a sailor for 14 years. In November 1808 he married Celia Davenport, daughter of 
Capt. Isaac Davenport and in 18 10 he abandoned the sea and became a farmer. He served in 
the War of 1 8 1 2 on the Virginia line. In 1 8 1 8 he and Celia moved to Illinois, raised 1 2 children 
and died at the age of 90. He was the third person to settle in this part of the country. 
Accompanying him on his journey west were his brothers John D. and Jesse. Other N.C. 
families settled here in Illinois including the families of Roger Snell, the Sawyers, etc." 

Richard and Celia's son, Joseph, was born in Tyrrell before the migration west, 
according to the Fletcher family records. Mrs, Fletcher states that she (born in 1879) could 
barely remember her grandfather, who died in 1883. She recalled him as a courtly Southern 
gentleman, owner of fine horses, and proud of his Tyrrell heritage. 

Joseph married Rachel Inglis. Their daughter, Flora Deane Chapman, married Maurice 
Clark. One of the three children of Maurice and Flora Deane Chapman Clark was Minna 
Towner Clark. Minna, as her career as an author began to show promise, adopted her 
grandmother Inglis's maiden name as a "pen" name. 

Inglis (as we will now call her) Clark married John Fletcher, a bright young mining 
engineer. Their many moves, from the Mt. Shasta country of California to Oregon, 
Washington, and Alaska, make up a large part of Inglis's autobiography "Pay, Pack, and 
Follow." This book is a "must" for a better understanding and appreciation of this remarkable 
woman. 

Inglis and John Fletcher's son Stuart left three surviving children. John, David, and 
James who all live in the Albemarle-Pamlico peninsula. To the eldest of these, John S. Fletcher 
II, Attorney, of Swanquarter, I am deeply indebted for sharing with us his family records. 

In a future issue, we will trace the descent, from Dr. Godfrey Spruill, of a present day 
Washington County family group, and show their relationship to Inglis Fletcher. 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

"A CHILD DROWNED" 

Jesse Clifton, the little six-year old son of Capt. Thomas Clifton, keeper 
of the Roanoke Light; was drowned at the lighthouse on Friday last. It seems 
that the little boy had gone down stairs after some wood and not returning his 
mother went to see what was the matter, not finding him she gave the alarm that 
he was gone then the men gave search and just as they were giving up in despair, 
thinking that he then slept near by beneath the waves, they looked out upon the 
sound, there about 100 yards away they saw his little form being tossed too and 
fro upon the white capped billows. Imagine the horror and fear the must have 
fell upon the hearts of those parents at such a sight, and the anxiety as the life- 
boat glided out towards their little child being sent at lightning speed through the 
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angry waters by the steady hand of a fearless boatman at times it would seem 
that boat and man had gone down together and the anxious hearts on the house 
would sink, but soon the boat would rise in sight nearer, nearer to the child, and 
as they saw the man lift him into the boat, and safely turn its bow homeward, a 
sigh of relief fell from the lips of parents. When the boat was at last safe the 
child was taken out and every effort made to revive it but in vain, its spirit had 
been wafted to heaven. 

The remains were brought to this town and a physician called, but his 
skilful effort proved fruitless. The childs floating was caused by the wood which 
it still held in its arms after death. 

To the bereaved parents we extend heartfelt sympathies and would say: 
weep not for God hath said: "Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid 
them not for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven." 

(From the Roanoke Beacon. 9 May, 1890) 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THANK GOD FOR TEACHERS WHO KNOW WHAT TO DO! 

Swan Quarter, Hyde Co., N.C. 

Aug. 14/89 

What a woman can do. Miss Jennie Whitley one of the principals of the 
Misses Whitley and Brown High School, at Washington, now teaching a public 
school at Otales Chapel, in Hyde county, had one of her pupils bitten by a 
ground rattlesnake. There being no physician near by and the little boy two or 
three miles from home, Miss Whitley sent to a near neighbor's house, procured a 
pint or more of Holland gin and gave her little patient a sufficient quantity, as in 
her good judgment would have the desired effect, first having bandaged the 
boy's leg above the wound Remembering the old adge that "the hair of the 
hound would cure the wound," but seeking no further friendship for his 
snakeship, took a toad frog cut it open and bound the bleeding side to the 
wound; she then sent her little patient to his home. Dr. William C. Whitfield was 
called at once, but upon examination of the case found that Miss Whitley had so 
treated in the outset that the parents need not fear for the safety of the child. 
The little boy is well and out again declaring his intentions in the future to baiise 
the serpent's head. W. 

(From the Washington (NC) Gaxette. 29 August, 1889) 
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WHO NEEDS SOAP OPERAS? 



Haven't you more than once, while staring raptly at the microfilm reader or absorbed in 
some large, formidable-looking book, had an unwelcome interruption? An old friend will 
pause, stare, and exclaim "How can you stand to read that dry old stuff?" 

"Dry!", you want to shout as you resist the impulse to kick Ole Bubba's shins, "Why, 
man, this is the very earthy essence of life itself! More vital and tmer, old buddy, than your 
soaps, to which, I beseech you, be off!" 

Let us now look at one item of that "dry old stuff." Let us now, "jumping o're times, 
turning the accomplishments of many years into an hourglass," consider the court-told tale of 
two nice young people. Don't be surprised if Shakespeare's "star-crossed lovers" come to 
mind. Our story is called, appropriately, I believe: 

Charlotte and Miles 
A Love Story 

Synopsis 

August 1819 found Charlotte Long, nee Downing, recently departed from the bed and 
board of her young husband, Miles, who loved her passionately. Miles just couldn't bear to 
give her up. 

The Long and Downing families had been prominent in Lee's Mill and Skinnersville 
Districts since long before Washington County spun off from Tyrrell. By now, however, the 
Downings seem to have surpassed the Longs in affluence and social status. 

When Miles married Charlotte, he took her to a log house to live. These lodgings were 
much inferior to those of her maidenhood, the home of her father, Stephens Downing. We 
may surmise that, once there, the log house seemed to Charlotte not nearly so romantic as she 
had fancied during her courtship. However, the cruelest cause of her discontent seems to have 
been the back-biting, meddling, and son-in-law bashing of her parents. Our heroine was nice, 
and probably pretty, but easily swayed by parental suggestion. She seems definitely not the 
brightest young lady ever to cross Kendrick's Creek. 

Miles, insufferably lonely and distraught in the now-cheerless log cabin, took to the sea. 
He likely patronized certain establishments offering solace to lonely sailors in various ports of 
call. 

About April 1820 (or was it 1821? The testimony is confusing.) our sailor returned 
from the sea, and persuaded Charlotte to go with him to his Aunt Chesson's, where they lived 
together for about a fortnight. During this interlude, Charlotte contracted a social disease, and 
returned, quite ill, to her father's. The second separation had begun. 

Miles, distressed that he has unintentionally afflicted his beloved with a venereal 
complaint, continued his efforts to get her to return to him. 

The Trial 

At a Superior Court of Law for Washington County, held at the courthouse at Lee's 
Mill, Honorable William Norwood, presiding, there came on to be heard, September 1 1, 1822: 
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Charlotte Long ) 

vs. ) Petition for Divorce 

Miles Long ) 

The following issues were submitted to the jury: 
I. Did Miles separate himself from his wife, Charlotte, on or about the 17th of 
September, 1820, and if so had he continued separate from bed and board ever 
since. 2. Was Miles living in a state of adultry on the 17 of September 1820, and 
did he continue to live in a state of adultry until 17 March 1821? or how long 
and when? 3. Whether Miles did communicate to his wife the veneral disease, 
and when? 4. Whether, if Miles did communicate to his wife the venereal 
disease, she had since admitted him unto conjugal embrases after she learned of 
that fact? 

The jury: Swen? Bozman, Allen Bateman, Abraham Dunston, John 
Davenport, Willoughby Phelps, Isaac A. Gordon, Joseph Garrett, Sen., Nathan 

Smith, Silas Snell, Henry Phelps, Ephram Davenport, John , found "all 

issues in favor of the defendant (Miles Long)." 

Sept. 12. 

Plaintiffs attorney filed motion for defendant to show cause why there should not be a 
new trial. 

Sept. 13. 

Plaintiff appealed to State Supreme Court. Bond of 300 pounds, with John Goelet and 
Richard Downing securities. 

Sept. 14. 

Appeal had been withdrawn, and the Court again took up the case. This will be a long 
Saturday, so call the first witness. 

Testimony 

Uriah Chesson— Two or three years ago at the division of the household goods at Miles 
Long's, between Miles and wife, neither Charlotte nor her father attended. Charlotte's brother, 
Henry Downing, was sent. The couple later lived at Mrs. Chesson's, aunt of Miles. Witness did 
not hear Miles say that he wanted separation. 

Henry Downing— Relative to Miles's (plans for) building a new house, assisted by 
father-in-law, Miles said that he had changed his mind. The couple were separated about 12 
months during which Miles went to sea. He then took his wife to Mrs. Chesson's where they 
lived about a fortnight. Then she went back to her father. Miles has had nothing to do with her 
since. Miles frequently sent letters urging Charlotte to return. When her mother and father 
came to get her (from Mrs. Chesson's) she was very sick-4, 5, 6 months. She stayed some 
time at Dr. Picot's. It was nearly 12 months before she got well. On cross-examination, 
witness said that, yes, Miles did send letter. 

Dr. Julian Picol—\2 to 18 months ago, he was sent for to see Charlotte at her father's 
home. From symptoms, and information from the females, he suspected venereal disease. He 
took her to his home to treat her, but she left before completely well. On cross examination, 
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witness stated that venereal disease may be communicated without sexual intercourse. When 
asked if he knew that Miles had venereal disease, the witness made objection. The Judge ailed 
that when "public justice of the country" is concerned, physicians are not pnviledged from 
examination. However, counsel for plaintiff declined further examination. 

Dr Coakley—He was called to Charlotte after she left Dr. Picot. From examination and 
symptoms he judged that she had venereal disease. He gave her proper medicine and she got 
well. On cross examination, witness stated that other disease may sometimes be mistaken tor 
the venereal. 

James Chesson—He did not know that Miles had the disease before they (Miles and 
Charlotte) came to Mrs. Chesson's. Miles complained of symptoms 2-3 days later. Witness 
does not know of Miles visiting houses of ill fame in Edenton or Plymouth. 

William S. Chesson— Miles did not know that he had the disease when he sent for his 
wife. Witness did not see syringe or medicines until after Charlotte went away. 

Thomas Long— Did not hear Miles complain of any disease before his wife came to Mrs. 
Chesson's. Later, Miles said that he was ill. Told witness that if it was the venereal disease, 
and if he gave it to his wife, it was accidental. 

John Frasier— Has known Miles since his infancy. A modest young man. Witness has 
never known of his visiting houses of ill fame. 

James Slealey— Stated that in 18 19, he lived near the courthouse. After muster day, or 
some public occasion, at night, Miles came to his house. Appeared a little intoxicated. Miles 
asked for Peggy Evans. Witness told Miles that she had gone to bed. Miles asked for a candle 
and went to the bedroom where Peggy was in bed with her sister, to tell her something. Peggy 
complained of it as ill behavior, and Miles immediately retired. 

James Swain— Miles, told him, after Mrs. Chesson's, that he had thought that he had a 
gravel, but had found to the contrary. He thought that he had given it to his wife, and was very 
sorry for it. Witness recalled that Miles "reflected greatly on himself." 

Richard Downing— Was at his brother's, Miles Long's father-in-law, the day after the 
first separation. Miles wished to "get her back again." Miles claimed the separation was by evil 
counsel of Mrs. Rhoads. After Charlotte became ill, Miles frequently tried to get her back. 

Demsey (?) Mam tier— -When he and Miles were coming from the ferry, before Miles 
and wife were at Mrs. Chesson's, Miles told him of his illness. Witness cautioned Miles to be 
careful if he was to be with wife. Witness does not know of Miles living in adultery or keeping 
bad company. Miles is now mate on a vessel. 

Mrs. Rhoads— During Charlotte's time at Mrs. Chesson's, she told witness that she was 
willing to live with Miles. She did not want a divorce. It was her mother and father who 
wanted it Charlotte told witness that her only objections to Miles was that he was lazy, had 
been intoxicated a few times, and had taken her to a log cabin to live. Charlotte was sorry to 
see her Uncle Richard so deceitful. Uncle Richard, Charlotte stated, treats Miles with respect 
when Miles is present, but ridicules him to her mother. Charlotte also told witness that she liked 
Miles very much. They had never disputed, he never abused her, but treated her very well. 
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Charlotte further told witness that she would never have left Miles if not for her mother and 
uncle. Her mother had a large family, and could not do without her. 

M™- Garrett— At the home of witness, on a night in April 1 82 1, right after Charlotte 
had parted from her husband, Charlotte told her that people blamed her much for not living with 
Miles. Charlotte sa.d that it was not her fault, but the fault of others. On cross examination 
witness said that it was at the time her (witness's) husband had gone to Norfolk. 

John Garrett— Husband of prior witness, and John Frasier, confirmed time of John 
Garrett s trip to Norfolk. 

Mrs Spruill— She had lived at Downings before the first separation. Miles Lon* was 
treated .11 there. Charlotte's mother abused him and cursed him very harshly. Mrs Downing 
did not give Miles as good food as she gave others. Witness swore that Miles treated his wife 
affectionately. Witness did not see him offend his wife in any way. She never saw him drunk 
After they went to live at the log house, Charlotte stayed much at her mother's. 

^ ^ Harvey IViky-He delivered a letter from Miles to Charlotte's father dated January 10, 
Verdict 

"The court sumed up the Testimony and submitted the case to the jury 
who rendered a verdict in favor of the defendent, and upon all the issues." 

Signed: William Norwood 

So, for the second time within the week Miles won-no divorce. We can share with him 
his elation, and suspect that Charlotte was less than devastated. 

What happened to these nice young people? Did they get back together? Did Miles 
forsake the sea and Charlotte belatedly develop some backbone and show her mother that she 
could do without her"? If you know please tell us. 

EAN 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 



NO, PA! NOT THE DELFT! 

LAMBROSHIER, Anne, wife of Joseph Lambroshier. Died five minutes after 
her husband threw a Delft pitcher against the back of her head on 29 Sep 1761 
Inquest held at the house of Joseph Lambroshier in St. John's Parish, Pasquotank 
Co., on 1 Oct 1761. Benjamin Palmer, Esqr., commissioned coroner and 
justice 

Trans, from NCGSJ, Jan. 1975 
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ELLEN BRABBLE NORMAN LUDFORD 
EAST CAROLINA QUILTER 
1829-1918 



"Grandmother liked to piece quilts," was an understatement. As a young girl living at 
Currituck Courthouse, where she was bom in 1829, Ellen Brabble may have learned one of the 
chief occupations of her long life. In a landscape flat as an outstretched quilt, bordered by the 
Currituck Sound, she may have stitched her first squares. Surrounded by the broad expanse of 
Tyrrell County fields, bordered by the Albemarle Sound, she certainly continued her quilting, 
before and after her first marriage. On a level street in Plymouth, a town bordered by the 
Roanoke River, she quilted prodigiously. 

Ellen's granddaughter, Mattie Macon, child of son Louis Norman, spoke further about 
the quilt maker, saying, "She made one each year for many years, for each child and grandchild. 
The quiltmaker's pastor observed, "Her health and memory were remarkably good for one her 
age until a short time of her departure." That occurred in her ninetieth year. She would have 
made at least one quilt for each of the six children who lived to maturity. She knew 22 
grandchildren. The youngest son of Ellen, Ellis, had three children, but only one grandchild. 
That grandchild inherited at least 9 of his great-grandmother's quilts. Ellen made a heap of 
quilts. 

Quilt appraiser Kathy Sullivan examined seven of Ellen Ludford's quilts. She thought 
they were made between 1 885 and 191 5, when the quilt maker was between 56 and 86 years 
old. In the order in which they were probably made, these were the patterns: (For this article, 
we omit the appraiser 's analysis of the quills. See editor 's note, following.) 

Ellen must have made quilts partly because her large family required covers. She must 
have made them, too, to ease her sorrows. She had married Joseph Robert Norman, son of the 
Methodist pastor of Albemarle Church, in Tyrrell County. Living in Tyrrell County, Ellen and 
Joseph had nine children in fourteen years. The fourth child was the first daughter. Perhaps 
tiring of classical names— Virginius, Cicero, Claud— the parents honored the little girl by 
giving her a first name combining the first names of both parents, "Joella." Joella lay under her 
mother's quilt only one month. Two years later, Ellen gave birth to a second daughter, and 
this one's name honored only the father, "Josephine." Josephine thrived, but the next child, 
Edmund Brabble, died at age four, in 1863. Ellen's beloved only brother, Confederate Colonel 
Edmund Cary Brabble, for whom her little son had been named, died himself at the Battle of 
Spottsylvania Courthouse, in Virginia, in 1864. 

No children bore the names of Ellen's parents, John and Susan Dunstan Brabble; none, 
those of Joseph's parents, Ira and Zilpha Norman. Sons were christened Louis Whitley and 
Ellis Skinner, instead. (Was "Ellis" considered to be the masculine of Ella?) There was, next, 
a George, who departed this life at age two in 1 867. 

In 1870, Joseph Robert Norman died, leaving the 41 -year-old Ellen Brabble Norman a 
widow with six children. Then, Ellen's first-born, 22-year-old Virginius, died on April 15, 
1 873. The next event was a happier one. On September 11, 1 873, the widow Norman, aged 
44, married the 24-year-old Enoch B. Ludford. Was young Ludford a friend of Virginius 
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Norman's? What is known is that Ellen's second husband was born in 1849, the same year 
Ellen married her first husband. 

The new step-father surveyed five children, two boys, aged 2 1 and 20 and a probably 
bewildered step-daughter, aged 15. Enoch Ludford was there to help rear the two youngest 
sons, Louis, aged 12, and Ellis, aged 10. Whatever the step-children thought and felt, Ellen's 
pastor observed of the couple, "They were happy and devoted to each other until separated by 
her death...." 

Louis's daughter, Mattie Macon, said Enoch Ludford was "the only paternal 
grandfather"! knew." She added, "I loved Grandpa Ludford devotedly." He reciprocated by 
giving Mattie Macon's daughter Geneva Josephine five silver teaspoons and an oak bedroom 
suite that had belonged to Ellen Ludford. 

During Mattie Macon Norman's childhood, she said Mr. and Mrs. Ludford "lived in a 
big house in Plymouth." The wife remained a Methodist, although her husband was a Baptist. 
Ellen Ludford "made possible the building of the new Baptist Church in Plymouth," according 
to the Rev. J.H. Abernethy, her pastor. Her granddaughter claimed, however, that Mr. 
Ludford "gave property in Plymouth for the Baptist Church and at his death, his house, as a 
parsonage for the church." Mr. Abernethy wrote, "Her life was a devout Christian life; her 
example one of worth; her influence far-reaching in its effects." 

These words can be believed by one observing two photographs taken in her latter 
years. Neither picture shows the quilter's hands. Dressed in her Sunday best, she wears a pin 
at her neckline in one pose. In the other, ornamental buttons fasten the front. Her dark hair is 
parted in the middle and pulled tightly behind her ears. It is single thread hair. The corners of 
her mouth are turned down, but the knot of the thread that stitched them is not found. 
Resignation is mingled with determination in her countenance. She could be thinking, "Well, I 
may be sitting for my picture today, but tomorrow I will be quilting." 

On February 17, 1918, Mrs. Ludford died. The Rev. Mr. Abernethy provided her 
obituary, writing, "The funeral service was conducted at the home in Plymouth by her pastor, 
Rev. J.H. Abernethy of Creswell, N.C., assisted by Rev. E.N. Harrison, pastor of the Southern 
M.E. Church, and Rev. B.O. Myers, pastor of the Baptist Church in Plymouth. The interment 
was in the cemetery at Edenton, one of the beautiful and historic towns of Eastern North 
Carolina." (This was Beaver Hill Cemetery, bordered by Filbert Creek, flowing into Edenton 
Bay and on into the Albemarle Sound.) 

Mr. Abernethy concluded by saying, "The deceased is survived by her husband, Mr. 
Enoch Ludford of Plymouth; and by the following children: C.J. Norman, Chairman of the 
Washington County Board of Education, and of the local Exemption Board of Plymouth; C.V. 
Norman of Plymouth [Roanoke River boat captain], Mrs. Josephine Tarkenton of Norfolk, 
Va., L.W. Norman, banker of Hertford; and E.S. Norman, ex-Sheriff of Chowan County, ' 
Edenton, N.C. Besides these she leaves to lament her going from them, twenty-two 
grandchildren, twenty-two great-grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren.... The 
grave was most exquisitely covered with a bank of flowers, thus showing the high esteem in 
which she was held by her friends." Would a woman friend have said Ellen's grave was 
covered by a flower quill? 

RDW 
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Editor's Note: Mrs. Warren's late husband, David Minton Warren, Jr. (1916-1966) was a 
great grandson of Ellen Norman Ludford. Rebecca's and David's children will inherit those of 
Ellen's quilts descending through Ellen's son, Ellis Skinner Norman. 

The above article is from a monograph that Mrs. Warren graciously allowed our 
Society to present to the Washington County Library in November 1994. Now to be found in 
the vertical files at WCL, the work contains photographs and a detailed analysis of several of 
Ellen's quilts by appraiser's associated with the North Carolina Museum of History. 

We are also indebted to Louis Norman White, descended from Ellen's son Louis 
Whitley Norman, for the photo shown on our inside back cover. He, also, is owner of several 
of Ellen's quilts. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

VERY MUCHLY MARRIED 

(This appeared in the Roanoke Beacon of February 28, 1902. The first paragraph was quoted 
from the Washington (N.C.) Progress. The second paragraph is the Beacon's editorial 
comment.) 

This is a record breaker: On Monday evening of last week Mr. G.H. Lilly, of Long Acre 
township, this (Beaufort) county, met Miss Maggie Watson, made love to her, proposed, was 
accepted and before he left that evening the time was appointed. On Thursday evening 
following they were married. Within three days from their first meeting their hearts beat as one. 
She is his third wife and he is her second husband. --Washington Progress. 

The woman referred to has a husband now living in this town, from whom she has not 
been divorced, and we have heard the man has at least two other living wives. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

SEALS 

The following quotation is from Land Records, by Raymond A. Winslow, Jr., found in 
North Carolina Research: North Carolina Genealogical Society; 1980. 

"Since the law required many documents to be "signed, sealed, and delivered" the 
grantor's seal was placed after the signature. It was originally a design such as a coat of arms 
stamped into warm wax melted onto the paper. These warm wax seals may still be found on 
early, original deeds in North Carolina and may provide heraldic clues to a family's origins. On 
recorded deeds and on originals written after the actual use of seals passed out of fashion, the 
seal became a flower/ circle enclosing the words "Seal" or "Locus Sigilii", that is, the place of 
the seal, abbreviated L.S." 
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PARENTAL CONSENT TO MARRIAGE OF UNDERAGE DAUGHTER 




April ye 2: 1766 

Mr Ward, sir If John Sprouel aplies to you for a lisences for mattremone 
with my Dafter he have got consent 

By Wm Currell 

William Currell kept an ordinary in his house and sold spirits at the courthouse on 
Kendrick's. Creek. He served, for a while, as coroner. Francis Ward was clerk of the Tyrrell 
County Court. John Spruill was likely the son of Samuel Jr, and g-grandson of Dr. Godfrey 
Spruill. 

The bond for the marriage of John Spruill and Sarah Currell is dated 5 April, 1 766. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THE COUNTY LINE 

"Ordered that James Blount Esqr. and he is by the Justices of the said Court 
accordingly appointed a Commissioner, to joyn the Commissioners of Beaufort 
County and to proceed to Settle the line between Beaufort and Tyrrell County as 
the Law Directs " 

Minutes of the Tyrrell County Court, September Term 175 1 
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 



Having been thoroughly finished and received of the contractor, Mr. C.E. 
Hartge, who has been paid in full, will be consecrated on Sunday next, the 29th, 
D.V.°by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Watson, of the Diocese of East Carolina and 
visiting clergymen to the Convocation which begins today. 

It will be a joyful event in the history of this old and time honored parish. 
So full of great and historic memories, and a large attendance is hoped for and 
expected from Plymouth and elsewhere to witness the ceremonies. 

After long years of faithful and unremitting toil to build a new house of 
worship in place of the one so sadly injured by the cruel fortunes of the war, the 
efforts of its members have at last been crowned with success, and the new and 
beautiful church to be consecrated to the service of God on Sunday will stand as 
a memorial for years to come, it is hoped, of the zeal and loyalty of its children 
and the faith that was in them. 

From the Roanoke Beacon 
January 27, 1893 



♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

NO DETAILS 

Sometimes court minutes are maddening in their brevity, as in the following 
Washington County case Fall Term 1 850. 

State ) 

vs ) Murder 

Edwin S. Everett ) 

Verdict: "Not Guilty." 
No details are given. 
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ELLEN BRABBLE NORMAN LUDFORD 
"A Prodigious Quilter" 
1829-1918 

Photo courtesy of her great-grandson, 
Louis Norman White 
New York, N.Y. 



